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Near Miss Morgan! 


to | i _ A few days ago you oF requested the 
| | opinion of this office as to whether a stepchild would qualify a3 a 
dependent within the meaning of the Workmen's Compensation Act, RSA. 
This is a difficult question and the. = 
ansver is by no moans clear. Regerdloss of which way you rule, it is: 
a nattar vnion very likely “411 have to be determined by the courts 
4n the final analysis. : : -_ ae ee 


Thre section of the act roferred to aboves” 


after listing the various categories of dependents, further defines 


dependents to 4nclude a common Lew wife or husband and posthumous | ce 
children. It can be argued that if the Legislature had intended step= : 


children to te within the category of devendonts, they would have ine . 


eluded them with the common Jaw wife or husband and posthumous childrens < 
ion of this - 


4n their more specific designation. Hovevers 4% 4s the opin 
office thet a stopchild would qualify a5 & dependent within the meaning 
of the act provided that the stepparent had actually assumed tho relation DBs 


of a parent to the stepchild. 


RSALG7 82.30 make & stepporent legally Liable... 
for the support of 2 stepchild provided that he hes actually assumed the 
relation of a parent to the stepchild. RSA 165319 further provides for 0 
the legal duty of a stepparent to support his. stepchild. It therefore ee 
seems logical to hold that under the ‘lorkmon's Compensation Act a steps * 
child would qualify ao & dependent of bis stepparent who hes actually. 
assumed the relation of parent to him ard bas thereby become legally.” 

Jinble for his supporte in other words, if the stepparent bas all the 
rights of a parent in relati - 
4ntention of the Legislature would certainly be to allow the stepenild 20: 
the same benefits under the Workmen's Compensation Act &8 a natural obiid ; . 
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ro eo | hey states 
which have passed on this same question hold thst if the stepparent’ 
actually stande in place of the parent to|the stepchild, and-hes 0 
supported hj, and the stepchild is,"in fact, dependent upon’ the = = 
stepperrent for such support, the stepchild does come within“the moan= = st 
ding of the term, depordent, a3. used in this act. We believe that if. pa 
the sana quostion were presented to the Supreme Court of this State 
4t would probsbly follow this najority “ oe ee a 
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